Aruba’s ONLY English newspaper 
Aruba’s ONLY English newspaper 


Monday 


T: 582-7800 
www.arubatoday.com 
facebook.com/arubatoday 
instagram.com/arubatoday 


April 29, 2024 


Tornadoes kill 4 in Oklahoma, leaving trail of destruction and 
thousands without power 


A car lies knocked over on its side after a tornado tore through Sulphur, Okla., Sunday, April 28, 2024. 
(AP Photo/Ken Miller) 
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Tornadoes kill 4 in Oklahoma, leaving trail of destruction and 
thousands without power 


From Front 


By KEN MILLER 
Associated Press 
SULPHUR, Okla. (AP) — Tor- 
nadoes killed four people 
in Oklahoma and left thou- 
sands without power Sunday 
after a destructive outbreak 
of severe weather flattened 
buildings in the heart of one 
rural town and injured at 
least 100 people across the 
state. 
More than 20,000 people 
remained without electric- 
ity after tornadoes began 
late Saturday night. The de- 
struction was extensive in Sul- 
phur, a town of about 5,000 
people, where a tornado 
crumpled many downtown 
buildings, tossed cars and 
buses and sheared the roofs 


off houses across a 15-block 
radius. 
“You just can't believe the 
destruction,” 
Oklahoma 
Gov. Kevin Stitt said during 
a visit to the hard-hit town. 
“It seems like every business 


downtown has been de- 
stroyed.” 
Stitt said about 30 people 
were injured alone in Sulphur, 
including some who were in 
a bar as the tornado struck. 
Hospitals across the state 


reported about 100 injuries, 
including people apparently 
cut or struck by debris or hurt 
from falls, according to the 
Oklahoma Department of 
Emergency Management. 
The deadly weather in Okla- 
homa added to the dozens 
of reported tornadoes that 
wreaked havoc in the na- 
tion's midsection since Fri- 
day. On Sunday, authorities 
in Iowa said a man injured 
during a tornado that hit 
the town of Minden on Fri- 
day had died, according 
to local reports. Authorities 
said the tornado in Sulphur 
began in a city park before 
barreling through the down- 
town, flipping cars and rip- 
ping the roofs and walls off 
of brick buildings. Windows 
and doors were blown out 
of structures that remained 
standing. 
“How do you rebuild it? This 
is complete devastation,” 
said Kelly Trussell, a lifelong 
Sulphur resident as she sur- 
veyed the damage. “It is 
crazy, you want to help but 
where do you start?” 
Carolyn Goodman traveled 
to Sulphur from the nearby 
town of Ada in search of 
her former sister-in-law, who 
Goodman said was at a lo- 
cal bar before just before 
the tornado hit the area. 
Stitt said one of the victims 
was found inside a bar but 
authorities had not yet identi- 
fied those killed. 
“The bar was destroyed,” 
Goodman said. “I know they 
probably won’t find her alive 
... but I hope she is still alive.” 
Farther north, a tornado near 
the town of Holdenville killed 
two people and damaged 
or destroyed more than 
a dozen homes, accord- 
ing to the Hughes County 
Emergency Medical Service. 


Another person was killed 
along Interstate 35 near the 
southern Oklahoma city of 
Marietta, state officials said. 
Heavy rains that swept into 
Oklahoma with the torna- 
does also caused danger- 
ous flooding and water 
rescues. Outside Sulphur, 
rising lake levels shut down 
the Chickasaw National 
Recreation Area, where the 
storms wiped out a pedes- 
trian bridge. 
Stitt issued an executive or- 
der Sunday declaring a state 
of emergency in 12 counties 
due to the fallout from the 
severe weather. 
At the Sulphur High School 
gym, where families took 
cover from the storm, Jacka- 
lyn Wright said she and her 
family heard what sounded 
like a helicopter as the tor- 
nado touched down over 
them. Chad Smith, 43, said 
people ran into the gym 
as the wind picked up. The 
rain started coming faster 
and the doors slammed 
shut. “Just give me a beer 
and a lawn chair and I will sit 
outside and watch it,” Smith 
said. Instead, he took cover. 
Residents in other states were 
also digging out from storm 
damage. A tornado in sub- 
urban Omaha, Nebraska, 
demolished homes and busi- 
nesses Saturday as it moved 
for miles through farmland 
and into subdivisions, then 
slammed an Iowa town. 
The tornado damage began 
Friday afternoon near Lin- 
coln, Nebraska. An industrial 
building in Lancaster County 
was hit, causing it to col- 
lapse with 70 people inside. 
Several were trapped, but 
everyone was evacuated, 
and the three injuries were 
not life-threatening, authori- 
ties said.q 
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Loved ones await recovery of 2 bodies from Baltimore bridge 
wreckage a month after the collapse 


By Lea Skene 
Associated Press 
BALTIMORE 
(AP) 
— 
A 
wooden cross is laden with 
Miguel Luna’s personal be- 
longings — his construction 
uniform and work boots, a 
family photo, the flag of his 
native El Salvador — but his 
body remains missing after 
the collapse of the Francis 
Scott Key Bridge. 
More than a month has 
passed 
since 
six 
mem- 
bers of a roadwork crew 
plunged to their deaths 
when a container ship lost 
power and crashed into 
one of the bridge’s sup- 
porting columns. Four bod- 
ies have been recovered, 
but 
Luna 
and 
another 
worker, Jose Mynor Lopez, 
have not been found. 
They were all Latino immi- 
grants who came to the 
United States from Mexico, 
Guatemala, 
El 
Salvador 
and Honduras. They were 
fathers 
and 
husbands, 
brothers and grandfathers. 
They shared a common 
dream and a determina- 
tion to achieve it. 
In an effort to honor their 
lives and their work, Balti- 
more County’s close-knit 
Latino community has con- 
structed an elaborate me- 
morial near the south end 
of the bridge. It includes 
decorated wooden cross- 
es, a painted canvas back- 
drop, bunches of flowers, 
candles and a giant modi- 
fied American flag with six 


stars — one for each of the 
men. 
A group of mourners gath- 
ered at the memorial Friday 
evening to offer support for 
the victims’ loved ones and 
remind the public that even 
as cleanup efforts proceed 
on schedule and maritime 
traffic resumes through the 
Port of Baltimore, two fami- 
lies have yet to be made 
whole. 
“It is one month, and 
there’s still two bodies un- 
der the water,” said Fer- 
nando Sajche, who knew 
Luna and helped construct 
the memorial. “We really 
need some answers.” 


Sajche, who immigrated 
from Guatemala 16 years 
ago and works in construc- 
tion himself, said it shouldn’t 
be lost on anyone that the 
victims died on the job. 
“They’re the people who 
do the hard work in this 
country,” Sajche said. 
The men were filling pot- 
holes on the bridge in the 
early hours of March 26 
when the ship veered off 
course. A last-minute may- 
day call from the ship’s pi- 
lot allowed police officers 
to stop traffic to the bridge 
moments before the col- 
lapse, but they didn’t have 
enough time to alert the 


workers. 
One of the officers who 
helped 
block 
traffic 
stopped by the vigil Fri- 
day and visited briefly with 
some of Luna’s relatives. He 
admired the memorial and 
praised the community’s 
warm response to an un- 
thinkable tragedy. 
Organizers used two cranes 
to hoist Salvadoran and 
Guatemalan flags high into 
the air in honor of Luna and 
Mynor Lopez. 
Marcoin 
Mendoza, 
who 
worked with Luna several 
years ago as a welder, said 
Luna came to the U.S. to 
build a better life for himself 


and his family, like so many 
other immigrants. 
“Same dream as every- 
body else,” Mendoza said. 
“To work hard.” 
Luna was especially well- 
known in his community 
because his wife has a lo- 
cal food truck specializing 
in pupusas and other Sal- 
vadoran staples. He would 
often spend his days help- 
ing at the food truck and 
his nights working construc- 
tion. 
As the sun set Friday eve- 
ning, mourners listened to 
mariachi music and passed 
out bowls of soup and 
beans. They lit candles and 
prayed together. 
Bernardo Vargas, who also 
helped construct the me- 
morial, said he appreciates 
being able to do something 
for the victims’ families. 
“I’ll be here every day un- 
til they find those two peo- 
ple,” he said. 
Standing in front of the me- 
morial’s elaborate painted 
backdrop, he pointed to 
a cluster of red handprints 
made by Luna’s relatives. 
They stood out among 
abstract depictions of the 
bridge collapse and sal- 
vage efforts as well as a 
violent 
scene 
from 
the 
U.S. southern border that 
showed a row of armored 
officers fighting back des- 
perate migrants. 
Loved ones left written 
messages in English and 
Spanish.q 


Roberto Marquez, an artist from Dallas, speaks during an interview with the Associated Press at a 
memorial site to honor the construction workers who lost their lives in the collapse of the Francis 
Scott Key Bridge in Baltimore, Thursday, April 25, 2024. 
(AP Photo/Matt Rourke) 


Flight attendant indicted in attempt to 
record teen girl in airplane bathroom 


By Steve Leblanc 
Associated Press 
BOSTON (AP) — An Ameri- 
can Airlines flight attendant 
was indicted Thursday after 
authorities said he tried to 
secretly record video of a 
14-year-old girl using an air- 
plane bathroom last Sep- 
tember. 
Police have also alleged 
that Estes Carter Thompson 
III, 36, of Charlotte, North 
Carolina, had recordings of 
four other girls using lavato- 
ries on an aircraft where he 
worked. 


Thompson was indicted on 
one count of attempted 
sexual exploitation of chil- 
dren and one count of pos- 
session of images of child 
sexual abuse depicting a 
prepubescent minor. 
Thompson was charged 
and arrested in January 
2024 in Lynchburg, Virgin- 
ia. He has been in federal 
custody since. A lawyer for 
Thompson said after the 
indictment by a federal 
grand jury that he was un- 
able to comment. 
Investigators said that about 


midway through a Sept. 2, 
2023, flight from Charlotte to 
Boston, the 14-year-old got 
up to use the main cabin 
lavatory nearest to her seat 
but found it was occupied. 
Thompson then told her the 
first-class lavatory was un- 
occupied and escorted her 
there, investigators said. Be- 
fore she entered the bath- 
room, Thompson allegedly 
told her he needed to wash 
his hands and that the toilet 
seat was broken, they said. 
After he left, the teen en- 
tered the bathroom and 


she saw red stickers on the 
underside of the toilet seat 
lid, which was in the open 
position, officials said. 
Beneath 
the 
stickers, 
Thompson had concealed 


his iPhone to record a vid- 
eo, investigators said. The 
girl used her phone to take 
a picture of the stickers and 
concealed iPhone before 
leaving.q 


This undated inmate photo provided by the Blue Ridge Regional 
Jail Authority shows Estes Carter Thompson III. 
(Blue Ridge Regional Jail Authority via AP, File) 
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College protesters want ‘amnesty.’ At stake: 
Tuition, legal charges, grades and graduation 


By Jocelyn Gecker 
Associated Press 
(AP) - Maryam Alwan fig- 
ured the worst was over af- 
ter New York City police in 
riot gear arrested her and 
other protesters on the Co- 
lumbia University campus, 
loaded them onto buses 
and held them in custody 
for hours. 
But the next evening, the 
college junior received an 
email from the university. 
Alwan and other students 
were 
being 
suspended 
after their arrests at the “ 
Gaza Solidarity Encamp- 
ment,” a tactic colleges 
across the country have 
deployed to calm growing 
campus protests against 
the Israel-Hamas war. 
The students' plight has be- 
come a central part of pro- 
tests, with students and a 
growing number of faculty 
demanding their amnesty. 
At issue is whether universi- 
ties and law enforcement 
will clear the charges and 
withhold 
other 
conse- 
quences, or whether the 
suspensions and legal re- 
cords will follow students 
into their adult lives. 
Terms of the suspensions 
vary from campus to cam- 
pus. At Columbia and its af- 
filiated Barnard College for 
women, Alwan and dozens 
more were arrested April 18 
and promptly barred from 
campus and classes, un- 
able to attend in-person or 
virtually, and banned from 
dining halls. 
Questions about their aca- 
demic futures remain. Will 
they be allowed to take 
final exams? What about 
financial aid? Graduation? 
Columbia says outcomes 
will be decided at disci- 
plinary hearings, but Alwan 


says she has not been giv- 
en a date. 
“This feels very dystopian,” 
said Alwan, a comparative 
literature and society ma- 
jor. 
What started at Columbia 
has turned into a nation- 
wide showdown between 
students and administrators 
over anti-war protests and 
the limits of free speech. In 
the past 10 days, hundreds 
of students have been ar- 
rested, suspended, put on 
probation and, in rare cas- 
es, expelled from colleges 
including Yale University, 
the University of Southern 
California, Vanderbilt Uni- 
versity and the University of 
Minnesota. 
Barnard, a women's liberal 
arts college at Columbia, 
suspended more than 50 
students who were arrested 
April 18 and evicted them 
from campus housing, ac- 
cording to interviews with 
students 
and 
reporting 


from the Columbia Spec- 
tator campus newspaper, 
which 
obtained 
internal 
campus documents. 
On Friday, Barnard an- 
nounced it had reached 
agreements restoring cam- 
pus access to “nearly all” of 
them. A statement from the 
college did not specify the 
number but said all students 
who had their suspensions 
lifted have agreed to fol- 
low college rules and, in 
some cases, were put on 
probation. 
On the night of the arrests, 
however, Barnard student 
Maryam Iqbal posted a 
screenshot on the social 
media platform X of a 
dean's email telling her she 
could briefly return to her 
room with campus security 
before getting kicked out. 
“You will have 15 minutes 
to gather what you might 
need,” the email read. 
More than 100 Barnard and 
Columbia faculty staged a 


“Rally to Support Our Stu- 
dents” last week condemn- 
ing the student arrests and 
demanding suspensions be 
lifted. 
Columbia is still pushing to 
remove the tent encamp- 
ment on the campus main 
lawn 
where 
graduation 
is set to be hosted May 
15. The students have de- 
manded the school cuts 
ties with Israel-linked com- 
panies and ensure amnesty 
for students and faculty ar- 
rested or disciplined in con- 
nection with the protests. 
Talks with the student pro- 
testers are continuing, said 
Ben Chang, a Columbia 
spokesperson. “We have 
our demands; they have 
theirs,” he said. 
For international students 
facing suspension, there 
is the added fear of los- 
ing their visas, said Rad- 
hika Sainath, an attorney 
with Palestine Legal, which 
helped a group of Co- 


lumbia students file a fed- 
eral civil rights complaint 
against the school Thurs- 
day. It accuses Columbia 
of not doing enough to ad- 
dress discrimination against 
Palestinian students. 
“The level of punishment is 
not even just draconian, it 
feels like over-the-top cal- 
lousness,” Sainath said. 
More than 40 students were 
arrested at a Yale demon- 
stration last week, includ- 
ing senior Craig Birckhead- 
Morton. He is due to gradu- 
ate May 20 but says the uni- 
versity has not yet told him 
if his case will be submitted 
to a disciplinary panel. He 
worries about whether he 
will receive a diploma and 
if his acceptance to Co- 
lumbia graduate school 
could be at risk. 
“The school has done its 
best to ignore us and not 
tell us what happens next,” 
said Birckhead-Morton, a 
history major. 
Across the country, col- 
lege administrators have 
struggled to balance free 
speech 
and 
inclusivity. 
Some demonstrations have 
included hate speech, an- 
tisemitic threats or support 
for Hamas, the group that 
attacked Israel on Oct. 7, 
sparking a war in Gaza that 
has left more than 34,000 
dead. 
May commencement cer- 
emonies add pressure to 
clear demonstrations. Uni- 
versity officials say arrests 
and suspensions are a last 
resort, and that they give 
ample 
warnings 
before- 
hand to clear protest ar- 
eas. 
Vanderbilt University in Ten- 
nessee has issued what are 
believed to be the only stu- 
dent expulsions related to 
protesting the Israel-Hamas 
conflict, according to the 
Institute for Middle Eastern 
Understanding. More than 
two dozen students occu- 
pied the university chancel- 
lor’s office for several hours 
on March 26, prompting 
the university to summon 
police and arrest several 
protesters. Vanderbilt then 
issued three expulsions, one 
suspension and put 22 pro- 
testers on probation.q 


Georgia State Patrol officers detain a demonstrator on the campus of Emory University during a 
pro-Palestinian demonstration, Thursday, April 25, 2024, in Atlanta. 
(AP Photo/Mike Stewart) 
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Passage of harsh anti-LGBTQ+ law in Iraq draws diplomatic backlash 


By Abdulrahman Zeyad and 
Qassim Abdul-Zahra 
Associated Press 
BAGHDAD (AP) — Human 
rights groups and diplomats 
criticized a law that was qui- 
etly passed by the Iraqi par- 
liament over the weekend 
that would impose heavy 
prison sentences on gay and 
transgender people. 
U.S. 
State 
Department 
spokesperson Matthew Miller 
said in a statement that the 
law passed Saturday “threat- 
ens those most at risk in Iraqi 
society” and “can be used 
to hamper free-speech and 
expression.” He warned that 
the legislation could drive 
away foreign investment. 
“International business coali- 
tions have already indicated 
that such discrimination in 
Iraq will harm business and 
economic growth in the 
country,” the statement said. 
British Foreign Secretary Da- 
vid Cameron called the law 
“dangerous and worrying.” 
Although homosexuality is 
taboo in the largely con- 
servative Iraqi society, and 
political leaders have peri- 
odically launched anti-LG- 
BTQ+ campaigns, Iraq did 
not previously have a law 
that explicitly criminalized it. 
The law passed Saturday with 
little notice as an amend- 
ment to the country’s exist- 


ing anti-prostitution law. It im- 
poses a sentence of 10 to 15 
years for same-sex relations 
and a prison term of one to 
three years for people who 
undergo or perform gender- 
transition surgeries and for 
“intentional practice of ef- 
feminacy.” 
It also bans any organization 
that promotes “sexual devi- 
ancy,” imposing a sentence 
of at least seven years and a 
fine of no less than 10 million 
dinars (about $7,600). 


A previous draft version of 
the anti-prostitution law, 
which was ultimately not 
passed, would have allowed 
the death sentence to be im- 
posed for same-sex relations. 
Iraqi officials have defended 
the law as upholding societal 
values and portrayed criti- 
cisms of it as Western inter- 
ference. 
The acting Iraqi parliamen- 
tary speaker, Mohsen Al- 
Mandalawi, said in a state- 
ment that the vote was “a 


necessary step to protect the 
value structure of society” 
and to “protect our children 
from calls for moral depravity 
and homosexuality.” 
Rasha Younes, a senior re- 
searcher with the LGBT Rights 
Program at Human Rights 
Watch, said the law’s pas- 
sage “rubber-stamps Iraq’s 
appalling record of rights vio- 
lations against LGBT people 
and is a serious blow to fun- 
damental human rights, in- 
cluding the rights to freedom 


of expression and associa- 
tion, privacy, equality, and 
nondiscrimination.” 
A report released by the or- 
ganization in 2022 accused 
armed groups in Iraq of ab- 
ducting, raping, torturing, 
and killing lesbian, gay, bisex- 
ual, and transgender people 
with impunity and the Iraqi 
government of failing to hold 
perpetrators accountable. 
A group of Iraqi lawmakers 
said Sunday that they had 
launched a campaign to 
expel U.S. Ambassador Alina 
Romanowski, accusing her of 
interfering in the country’s in- 
ternal affairs after she issued 
a statement condemning 
the legislation. 
Iraqis interviewed Sunday 
expressed mixed views. 
Baghdad resident Ahmed 
Mansour said he supports 
the legislation “because it 
follows the texts of the Quran 
and the Islamic religion by 
completely prohibiting this 
subject due to religious ta- 
boos.” 
Hudhayfah Ali, another resi- 
dent of Baghdad, said he is 
against it “because Iraq is a 
country of multiple sects and 
religions.” 
"Iraq is a democratic coun- 
try, so how can a law be 
passed against democracy 
and personal freedom?" he 
said.q 


Supporters of the Shiite cleric Muqtada al-Sadr sign a pledge to stand against homosexuality or 
LGBTQ, outside a mosque in Kufa, Iraq, Friday, Dec. 2, 2022. 
(AP Photo/Anmar Khalil, File) 


Top French diplomat arrives in 
Lebanon in attempt to broker a halt to 
Hezbollah-Israel clashes 


By Abby Sewell 
Associated Press 
BEIRUT (AP) — French Foreign 
Minister Stéphane Séjourné 
arrived in Lebanon on Sun- 
day as part of diplomatic 
attempts to broker a de- 
escalation in the conflict on 
the Lebanon-Israel border. 
Séjourné met with United Na- 
tions peacekeeping forces in 
south Lebanon and with Leb- 
anon's parliament speaker, 
army chief, foreign minister 
and caretaker prime minis- 
ter. 
France “is refusing to accept 
the worst-case scenario" of 
a full-scale war in Lebanon, 
he told journalists after the 
meetings. 
“In southern Lebanon, the 


war is already here, even if 
it's not called by that name, 
and it’s the civilian popula- 
tion who’s paying the price,” 
he said. 
The Lebanese militant group 
Hezbollah has exchanged 
near-daily strikes with Israeli 
forces in the border region 
— and sometimes beyond 
— for almost seven months 
against the backdrop of Is- 
rael’s war against Hezbollah 
ally Hamas in Gaza. 
Israeli strikes have killed more 
than 350 people in Lebanon, 
most of them fighters with He- 
zbollah and allied groups but 
also including more than 50 
civilians. Strikes by Hezbollah 
have killed at least 10 civil- 
ians and 12 soldiers in Israel. 


Tens of thousands are dis- 
placed on each side of the 
border. 
A French diplomatic official 
who spoke on condition of 
anonymity because they 
were not authorized to speak 
to journalists said the pur- 
pose of Séjourné’s visit was 
to convey France’s “fears of 
a war on Lebanon” and to 
submit an amendment to a 
proposal Paris had previously 
presented to Lebanon for a 
diplomatic resolution to the 
border conflict. 
Western diplomats have 
brought forward a series of 
proposals for a cessation 
of hostilities between Israel 
and Hezbollah. Most of those 
would hinge on Hezbollah 


moving its forces several 
kilometers (miles) from the 
border, a beefed-up Leba- 
nese army presence and 
negotiations for Israeli forces 
to withdraw from disputed 
points along the border 
where Lebanon says Israel 
has been occupying small 


patches of Lebanese territory 
since it withdrew from the rest 
of south Lebanon in 2000. 
The eventual goal is full im- 
plementation of a U.N. reso- 
lution that brought to an end 
a brutal monthlong war be- 
tween Israel and Hezbollah 
in 2006.q 


French Foreign Minister Stephane Sejourne, left, speaks with 
Parliament Speaker Nabih Berri during their meeting in Beirut, 
Lebanon, Sunday, April 28, 2024. 
(AP Photo/Hassan Ammar) 
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Russia renews attacks on the Ukrainian energy sector as Kyiv 
launches drones at southern Russia 


By ILLIA NOVIKOV 
Associated Press 
KYIV, Ukraine (AP) — Rus- 
sia launched a barrage 
of missiles against Ukraine 
overnight, in attacks that 
appeared to target the 
country's energy infrastruc- 
ture. Meanwhile, Russia said 
its air defense systems had 
intercepted more than 60 
Ukrainian drones over the 
southern Krasnodar region. 
Ukraine's 
air 
force 
said 
Saturday that Russia had 
launched 34 missiles against 
Ukraine overnight, of which 
21 had been shot down by 
Ukrainian air defenses. 
In a post on Telegram, Minis- 
ter of Energy Herman Halush- 
chenko said energy facilities 
in Dnipropetrovsk in the south 
of the country and Ivano- 
Frankivsk and Lviv in the west 
had been attacked and that 
an engineer was injured. 
Private energy operator DTEK 
said four of its thermal power 
plants were damaged and 
that there were "casualties," 
without going into detail. 
Earlier this month Russia de- 
stroyed one of Ukraine's larg- 
est power plants and dam- 


aged others in a massive 
missile and drone attack as 
it renewed its push to target 
Ukraine's energy facilities. 
Ukraine has appealed to its 
Western allies for more air 
defense systems to ward 
off such attacks. At a meet- 
ing of the Ukraine Defense 
Contact Group on Friday, 
U.S. Defense Secretary Lloyd 


Austin announced the U.S. 
will provide Ukraine with ad- 
ditional munitions and gear 
for its air defense launchers. 
Further east, a psychiatric 
hospital was damaged and 
one person was wounded 
after Russia launched a 
missile attack overnight on 
Ukraine's 
second-largest 
city, Kharkiv. Photos from 


the scene showed a huge 
crater on the grounds of the 
facility and patients taking 
shelter in corridors. Regional 
governor Oleh Syniehubov 
said a 53-year-old woman 
was hurt. 
Also in the Kharkiv region, a 
man was killed in an over- 
night attack on the city of 
Vovchansk, according to 


Ukraine's State Service for 
Emegency Situations. 
In Russia, the Defense Minis- 
try said Russian air defense 
systems had intercepted 66 
drones over the country's 
southern Krasnodar region. 
Two more drones were shot 
down over the Moscow- 
annexed Crimean Peninsula. 
The governor of the Krasno- 
dar region, Veniamin Kon- 
dratyev, said that Ukrainian 
forces targeted an oil refinery 
and infrastructure facilities 
but that there were no casu- 
alties or serious damage. The 
regional department of the 
Emergency Situations Ministry 
reported that a fire broke out 
at the Slavyansk oil refinery in 
Slavyansk-on-Kuban during 
the attack. 
Ukrainian officials normally 
decline to comment on at- 
tacks on Russian soil, but the 
Ukrainian Energy Ministry said 
Saturday that two oil refiner- 
ies in the Krasnodar region 
had been hit by drones. 
Five people were wounded 
in a drone attack in a border 
village in Russia's Belgorod 
region, regional Gov. Vy- 
acheslav Gladkov said.q 


Police offices walk in front of a crater after a Russian rocket attack on mental hospital №3 in 
Kharkiv, Ukraine, Saturday, April 27, 2024. 
(AP Photo/Yakiv Liashenko) 


As EU election campaigns kick off in Germany, the Ukraine war, 
rise of far right are dominant themes 


By KIRSTEN GRIESHABER As- 
sociated Press 
BERLIN (AP) — Several Ger- 
man parties on Saturday 
kicked off their campaigns 
for the election of the Eu- 
ropean Parliament in June 
with a focus on issues such 
as the war in Ukraine and 
support by many European 


voters for far-right national- 
ist parties across the conti- 
nent. 
German Chancellor Olaf 
Scholz 's center-left So- 
cial Democrats, or SPD, 
launched 
their 
official 
campaign for the June 9 
EU election with a rally in 
Hamburg, Scholz's longtime 


home city. 
Responding to many Ger- 
man 
voters' 
fears 
their 
country could be drawn 
into Ukraine's war with Rus- 
sia if it's too proactive in 
its military support for the 
eastern European coun- 
try, Scholz tried to alleviate 
such concerns. 
The chancellor reiterated 
that Germany would con- 
tinue to stand by Ukraine's 
side under his leadership 
as the second-largest arms 
supplier after the U.S., but 
would avoid a direct con- 
frontation between NATO 
and Russia. 
"To those who are worried, 
who are afraid, I say: you 
can rest assured that no 
matter how the debates 
go, the German Chan- 
cellor, the government I 
lead, will not abandon the 
course of prudence, the 
course of balanced ac- 


tion and ensuring peace 
and security in Europe," he 
said, according to German 
news agency dpa. 
"Peace" is one of the central 
terms on the SPD's election 
posters, on which Scholz 
and European election top 
candidate Katarina Barley 
can be seen together. 
The European Parliament 
is the only publicly elect- 
ed body in the European 
Union. The EU was created 
after World War II to fos- 
ter peace, and now has 
450 million people and 
the world's second-largest 
economy. Far-right parties 
and their discourse are ex- 
pected to weigh heavily on 
election campaigning. 
The far-right Alternative for 
Germany party, or AfD, of- 
ficially kicked off its cam- 
paign for the elections 
at an event in the south- 
western town of Donaue- 


schingen. The party's top 
candidate in the elections, 
Maximilian Krah, canceled 
plans to speak after an as- 
sistant was arrested on sus- 
picion of spying for China 
earlier this week. 
Krah's party has been poll- 
ing strongly in Germany in 
recent months as discon- 
tent is high with Scholz's 
three-party coalition gov- 
ernment. It has long been 
criticized as having Russia- 
friendly positions. 
However, the AfD's poll rat- 
ings have recently gone 
down compared with what 
they were before a media 
report in January about a 
plan by far-right politicians, 
including some by the AfD, 
to deport millions of people 
of 
non-German 
ances- 
try. The report triggered 
months of mass protests in 
the country against the rise 
of the far-right.q 


German Chancellor Olaf Scholz speaks at a Citizens' Dialogue 
organized by the Lüneburg SPD to kick off his party's European 
election campaign, in Luneburg, Germany, Saturday April 27, 
2024. 
(Markus Scholz/dpa via AP) 
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Papiamento words and phrases you may want to know! 


(Oranjestad)—Aruba is a melting pot 
of different nationalities, cultures and 
languages. Primarily for this reason, 
the average Aruban can understand 
and speak Dutch, English and Span- 
ish relatively well. However, as much 
as we pride ourselves in being able 
to communicate with almost every- 
one, we cherish our native tongue 
Papiamento above all else. Want to 
learn some common words in our 
language? Here are a few basic 
words and phrases that can get you 
a hat tip from an Aruban. 


When you arrive at the airport in 
Aruba, one of the first words in Pa- 
piamento you may encounter is “Bon 
bini.” Bon bini in Papiamento means 
welcome, and is probably the most 
famous Papiamento word for tourists. 


Hi! Bye! 
To be fair, there is no unique way to 
say “hello” in Papiamento. At least, 
not officially. We often just use the 
English “hello” or “hey”, or Dutch 
“hallo” to greet someone. We do 
however, always follow it up with 
“con bay?” or “con ta?” Con bay is 
a shortened version of “con ta bay?”, 
which essentially means “how are 
you?” 


The word “con” in Papiamento 
means “how?” and is pronounced 
with a rounder “o” sounds, like in the 
English word “cone”. “Ta bay” refers 
to how you are doing. 


When we say goodbye, we use the 
word “ayo” (not like the Ayo Rock 
Formation, but also…kinda?). We 
may also use “te oro”, which means 
“see you later”. 


Greetings during the day 
Most, if not all, languages have dif- 
ferent ways to greet according to 
the time of day, and Papiamento 
is no different. Since Papiamento is 
heavily influences from Portuguese 
and Spanish, some of these phrases 


may look very familiar. 
1. Bon dia is used in the morning, 
up to about noon. Bon dia es- 
sentially means good morning. 
The word “bon” means “good”, 
and while “dia” does not directly 
mean “morning” in English, it is 
used often to refer to the morn- 
ing time. 
2. Bon tardi. In the afternoon to 
early evening hours, we use “bon 
tardi” to greet people, which 
means “good afternoon”. “Tardi” 
actually comes from the word 
“atardi”, which directly trans- 
lates to “afternoon”. However, 
the shortened “tardi” is used to 
keep the rhythm on the phrase. 
And the same could be said for 
our last greeting of the day. 


3. Bon nochi. You guessed it, “bon 
nochi” means “good night”. Just 
like “tardi”, “nochi” is actually the 
shortened version of the word 
“anochi”. 
Yes…no…maybe? 
The affirmative and negative expres- 
sion is very simple in Papiamento. 
Just like Spanish, our yeses are “si” 
and our no’s are “no”. Pretty easy 
right? If you want to gain some ex- 
tra points from younger locals, you 
can also say “se”, which is a more 
casual affirmative used mostly by the 
younger generation. However, do 
note: some older generations may 
find this improper and not respectful, 
so keep that in mind. 


Thanks man… 
Lastly, a word that we can also say 
more often is “danki”, which means 
literally “thank you”. “Danki” is de- 
rived from the Dutch word “be- 
dankt”. Though we don’t really have 
a translation for “I appreciate it” in 
English, we do use “masha danki” 
to convey the message. “Masha” 
means “a lot” or “very”, so “ma- 
sha danki” means “thank you very 
much”.q 


Aruba to me 


ORANJESTAD — You are back and we would like 
to portrait you! By inviting you to send us your fa- 
vorite vacation picture while enjoying our Happy 
Island. 


Complete the sentence: Aruba to me is ……. Send 
your picture with that text (including your name 
and where you are from) to: news@arubatoday. 
com and we will publish your vacation memory. 
Isn’t that a special way to keep your best mo- 
ments alive? Please do note: By submitting photos, 
text or any other materials, you give permission to 
The Aruba Today Newspaper, Caribbean Speed 
Printers and any of its affiliated companies to use 
said materials, as well as names, likeness, etc. for 
promotional purposes without compensation. 
Last but not least: check out our website, Insta- 
gram and Facebook page! Thank you for support- 


ing our free newspaper, we strive to make you a 
happy reader every day again. 
For today we received a lovely message from our 
awesome visitor Maria-Elena from Toronto, Cana- 
da. 


She wrote to us saying: “Aruba to me is my second 
home. I am from Toronto and have been coming 
to The Barcelo for 14 years and this trip is the first 
time back since the pandemic. It is great to be 
back to rejoice in the sun, sand and Arubian hos- 
pitality. I also celebrated my birthday here, how 
wonderful.” 


Thank you for sending us this wonderful message 
sharing what Aruba means to you with us and our 
readers!q 
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Today is going to be a good day 


(Oranjestad)—Here’s why: Aruba Today col- 
lected some things to do BEYOND the beach. 
Yes, we know. Aruba, located 15 miles north 
of Venezuela in the warm waters of the south- 
ern Caribbean, is home to beautiful white-sand 
beaches, 82-degree days, and thus ideal for 
the perfect beach day. But we are also blessed 
with some of the warmest people in the world 
and our island is 19.6 miles long and 6 miles 
across, with a total area of 70 square miles. Bit 
more to discover than the white stretch on the 
coastline we say. Let’s mention some of these 
hidden gems. 


Nature Calls 


The Arikok National park is worth the ride. We 
love the hikes that are guided by the park’s 
rangers whose job is to maintain trails and pro- 
tect natural resources. The flora and fauna are 
beautiful and the historical sites tell you about 
the island’s indigenous roots. The guided tours 
are even free of charge. If you are not up to 
walking, you can drive through the park, one 
way or another this park is a great place to 
spend an entire day. Cruising through the land- 
scape you end up at some of the most stunning 
beaches like Dos Playa or Daimara Beach. In 
Total the park consists of 7907 acres protected 
nature with a richness of animals living in it. The 
Aruban whiptail lizard (cododo), Aruban cat 
eye snake (santanero) and endangered rattle 
snake (cascabel) are just some of them, you 
can also admire these close in the park’s Visi- 
tors’ Center. For more information, visit the web- 
site www.arubanationalpark.org 


Philip's Animal Garden 


To stay with the animals, let’s hop to an amaz- 
ing place. Something different to do, an expe- 
rience that is to be enjoyed by people of all 
ages. Welcome to Philip’s Animal Garden. We 
are not talking about a zoo here, this is actu- 
ally a sanctuary for all types of creatures, from 


horses to peacocks, kangaroos to turtles, mon- 
keys, goats, and many, many more different 
species. The place was founded in 2009 and it is 
the only organization rescuing and rehabilitat- 
ing exotic animals in Aruba, which has resulted 
in an amazing collection of these animals. They 
provide a suitable living environment for all 
the rescued animals. Up until now the owner, 
Philip, has built this shelter with his own efforts; 
building all the cages from scratch, designing 
all structures and welding them with his own 
bare hands. His goal is to upgrade the facilities 
to a world-class animal shelter with veterinary 
care and round-the-clock staffs. With the input 
from the Aruban community and visitors they 
provide the best care for these animals. Please 
check out their website for more information: 
www.philipsanimalgarden.com. 


The Lighthouse 


No, you would not think of this as a hidden gem. 
The California Lighthouse is actually one of the 
most known highlights in Aruba and many re- 
peated guests most probably took the ride up- 
hill already. But, there is a significant change to 
this tower. Since September 2016 you can climb 
the top. In 2015 Stichting Monumentenfonds 
started the restoration of the California Light- 
house. The project finished in September 2016 
and the Lighthouse is now open for visitors to 
enjoy the beautiful view from the top. The con- 
struction of the California Lighthouse started in 
1915. The name ‘California’ came from a vessel 
of the West India Company and Pacific Steam- 
ship Co. called ‘California’ that shipwrecked in 
the area in 1891. Therefore they came up with 
the idea of building a lighthouse that could in- 
dicate the island’s eastern tip to ships with its 
light. www.arubalighthouse.com will give you 
more information. 


Kayak in the Mangroves 


Mangel Halto at Savaneta is definitely a place 
not to miss out on. The beautiful beach with the 
natural mangroves is simply a beauty, but if you 


are into a more active way to enjoy the nature: 
take a kayak. While you are doing some work- 
out -as it might get a little windy and rough-, 
you will see the island from a different perspec- 
tive. You can even make a stop to do some 
snorkeling at the reef. Its fun, it’s healthy and for 
sure something else. There are several compa- 
nies that offer kayak tours, we had good expe- 
rience with The Shack Kayak Tours Aruba, find 
them on Facebook. 


Take an “off-road” sightseeing tour 


A must-do activity on the island is for sure tak- 
ing an off-road sightseeing tour. If you have a 
rented car, you can drive through the north- 
eastern side of Aruba and explore the natural 
pools, caves, rock formations and gorgeous 
view of the Atlantic Ocean. To access most of 
these sights, like the natural pool (Conchi) and 
the Guadirikiri and Fontein caves, you must en- 
ter through the Arikok National Park and buy a 
day pass. Then you drive up the rugged road 
that leads you through the white dunes, caves 
and along the wind turbines. Other locations, 
like the Ayo and Casibari Rock formation are 
situated more in the center of the island, and 
are free for guests, 24 hours a day. 


Go for a shopping spree in the city center 


Need a new bathing suit? Head to the city 
center of Oranjestad, where there is countless 
of different stores—both high end and more af- 
fordable—that can offer you the service you 
deserve! Local shopping stores often offer a 
more affordable price, and have a variety of 
clothes, shoes, bathing suites, purses and more. 
Along the Royal Plaza strip, there are numerous 
jewelry stores with great quality jewelry. In the 
Renaissance mall, you can shop high-end luxu- 
ry brands, like Dolce & Gabbana, Kate Spade, 
Louis Vuitton and more. 


Around the high-rise hotel area near Palm 
Beach, the Paseo Herencia Mall contain a va- 
riety of shopping stores, restaurants, small food 
stands and even a movie theater! q 
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Alto Vista chapel and its link to Aruba’s origins 


According to Etnia Nativa, in the 18th 
century most of the inhabitants of 
Aruba were indigenous who lived 
on the north coast, one of the larg- 
est communities lived in Alto Vista. 


As they were very religious, they had 
a chief with the name of Antonio 
Silvester who guided them in the 
Christian life and it was he who de- 
cided to build a stone chapel with 
a roof of corn rods, which would 
serve as a place of prayer. In 1750 
it was blessed by Father Algamesi 
who came from Coro-Venezuela 
and appointed Domingo Antonio 


Silvester as the island’s first prosecutor 
in the name of the Spanish crown 
and Rome. In 1752 the prosecution 
passed into the hands of Antonio 
Silvester’s son-in-law, Miguel Álvarez, 
who continued to guide the parish- 
ioners in their prayers. 


According to the book, The History 
of Alto Vista by R.H. Nooyen, it is 
not known when Domingo Antonio 
Silvester came to Aruba from Ven- 
ezuela. The elders believe Antonio 
was a Spaniard. In 1780, father Jo- 
seph Antonio de la Vegal called Ber- 
nardino Silvester, one of Antonio’s 
sons with his wife Anna Cathalina 
Tromp, “neighbors and naturals of 
the island Aruba” and thus they be- 
came natives. 


At the end of the eighteen century 
many inhabitants the island died as 
a result of the black fever epidemic 
and since people believed that the 
Alto Vista area was the most infect- 
ed, they began to build their homes 
further south within the Noord area, 
so the town of Noord began to grow 
into a community till getting its own 
Church. However religious festivals 
continued to be celebrated at this 
sacred native place, with the custom 
of arriving in procession to Alto Vista. 


Two-hundred years after the beau- 
tiful time of Alto Vista, people can 


no longer see much of the town of 
Alto Vista from 1750. With a lot of 
work they found the old foundations 
of the Church of the Queen of the 
Holiest Rosary to build a new cha- 
pel on the same place. The entire 
surrounding area was empty and 
desolated, making it hard to imagine 
that Alto Vista was a town at all. A 
hundred years later, people can see 
the remains of around twenty houses, 
some made of stone and others of 
clay. Nowadays, only around six of 
these houses remain. 


South of the chapel in the yard two 
graves can be observed, there was 
the cemetery which father Pablo 
de Algemesi blessed. It is not cer- 
tain, but it is believed that the two 
graves belong to Antonio Silvester 


and Miguel Alvares, according to 
Nooyen. About 50 meters near the 
chapel there are still the markings 
of an old house, where Antonio and 
Bernardino Silvester would have 
lived. About 200 meters from the 
chapel there is a water tank which 
the locals call Tanki Cacique. In the 
past this tank was closed. But mostly 
water was brought out from the Poz 
di Noord, a well dug in the sand. 


The chapel can be viewed from basi- 
cally any point in the north side, even 
from Paradera and Sero Plat. All the 
historical remains around the chapel 
provide us with an idea on how the 
old people of Alto Vista used to live. 
Don’t miss the opportunity to visit a 
place of historical significance with 
a window to Aruba’s past.q 


Aruba to me 


ORANJESTAD — You are back and we 
would like to portrait you! By inviting you 
to send us your favorite vacation picture 
while enjoying our Happy Island. 


Complete the sentence: Aruba to me is 
……. Send your picture with that text (in- 
cluding your name and where you are 
from) to: news@arubatoday.com and we 
will publish your vacation memory. Isn’t 
that a special way to keep your best mo- 
ments alive? Please do note: By submitting 
photos, text or any other materials, you 
give permission to The Aruba Today News- 
paper, Caribbean Speed Printers and any 
of its affiliated companies to use said ma- 
terials, as well as names, likeness, etc. for 
promotional purposes without compensa- 
tion. 


Last but not least: check out our website, 
Instagram and Facebook page! Thank 
you for supporting our free newspaper, we 
strive to make you a happy reader every 
day again. 
For today we received a lovely message 
from our awesome visitors Jim and Colleen 
Bossier. 


She wrote to us saying: “Aruba to me is a 
welcome oasis of coexistence, where their 
people’s kindness can be felt with every 
breeze. Our new friends at Sunrise Char- 
ters, Nomar, Nemar and Enrique took us 
on an exciting deep sea fishing charter we 
will never forget!” 


Thank you for sending us this wonderful 
message sharing what Aruba means to 
you with us and our readers!q 
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Why You Should Not Miss Aruba’s Free City Center Street Car Tour 


ORANJESTAD - Aruba’s City 
Center Street Car - or as we 
call it in Dutch; “Tram van 
Oranjestad’ - is a single track 
tram line in Oranjestad, the 
capital city of Aruba. It was 
inaugurated on 22 December 
2012, being the first and so far 
the only passenger rail service 
on Aruba and the rest of the 
Dutch Caribbean. There are 
two trolleys, a single-deck one 
with 42 seats and a double- 
decker with 64 seats. The line 
was inspired by the popular 
battery-powered streetcar 
operation at the Grove in 
Los Angeles, USA. Aruba’s 
streetcars are powered by 
hydrogen fuel cells, which 
are charged by the island’s 
year-round trade winds. 


Caya Betico Croes, mostly 
referred to as our “main street” 
has been developed into a 
pollution-free 
pedestrian 
mall. The double-decker of- 
fers you a 360 degree view 
of the down town area with 
a picture perfect scenery of 
the island’s clear blue skies. 
Who would not enjoy a ride 
on this beautiful and naturally 
air-conditioned vehicle? The 
tour consists of a total of 9 
stops approximately 200 me- 
ters apart from each other; all 
stops are clearly marked. The 
tram will bring you close to 
different museums, historical 
plazas, monuments, the Prot- 
estant church, Aruba’s high- 
end mall, retail shops, and a 


variety of local and interna- 
tional cuisine restaurants. The 
“I love Aruba” trademark also 
belongs to that list. The third 
stop on the route is close to a 
5-minute walk to the famous 
Renaissance Marina show- 
casing luxurious yachts and 
Aruba’s blue waters. 


The “Tram van Oranjestad” 
starts from a balloon loop near 
the Port of Call and serves 
the downtown area and ends 
at Plaza Nicky. The first ride 
starts at 10:00 am sharp with 
intervals of 25minutes. The last 
trolley departs from the cruise 
port at 5:00pm. Don’t miss this 
tour of the beautiful Aruba’s 
City Center– it is free for all!q 


Episode CXXII 122 - Understanding native decorations 


NOORD — In the archaeologi- 
cal field, different series of 
ceramic designs have been 
identified. These unique deco- 
rations define an era and a 
cultural heritage identity. In 
Aruba, our Caquetian ances- 
tors developed an original 
style classified as Dabajuroid 
by prehistory scholars, a name 
related to the nearby city of 
Dabajuro in the southwestern 
region of the Venezuelan state 
of Falcón. 


The designs applied in our 
gallery Etnia Nativa, focuses 
on geometric decorations 
and motifs of the Dabajuroid 
style. By understanding deco- 
ration as a communicative 
instrument, our designs and 
productions starts from the 
moment we locate the right 
source, to extract the same 
raw earth material that would 
have generate the products 


according to the procedure 
of the ancestral inhabitants 
of the island who used local 
clay for their ceramic vessels 
and ritual objects. 
The Dabajuro style is among 
the most complex works in this 
region. The classic painted on 
designs were made in red, 
black or white, including vari- 
ous forms of incision, applica- 
tions and stippling were also 
part of their pottery décor. 
The larger pots demonstrate 
the mastery and excellence 
of the Dabajuro potters as it 
is difficult to bake such large 
pots in a simple open air kiln: 
as soon as temperature dif- 
ferences develop within 
such the kilns, large pots like 
these were prone to crack. 
The decorated pottery were 
finer and of superb quality. 
Two main decorating tech- 
niques have been applied, 
painted designs and appli- 


que modeling. The painted 
parts are manly darker com- 
pared to the background or 
of lighter color of the boat. 
Colors such as brown, reddish 
brown, red and black were 
used. The other decoration 
technique is modeling. From 
simple motifs such as wavy 
edges, extra application rings 
around the edge of the ves- 
sel, also complicated works 
as interpreting stylized animal 
heads, such as frogs, bats, 
birds, turtles, etc. were also 
produced. 
The clay works in our peculiar 
and unique museum reflect 
our energy in a mystical si- 
lence. Every shape and detail 
printed on what we create 
says something about who we 


are and what we represent 
as an cultural entity. Work- 
ing with clay is a work of self- 
knowledge where creativity 
arises through emotion and 
fluidity. Etnia Nativa treats raw 
clay in the traditional indig- 
enous way. We identify the 
best material by looking for 
raw clay. For this we distin- 
guish high quality clay from 
the rest of the soil. Then by 
adding water, we purify the 
material thus contributing to 
the cleaning process. During 
this stage the clay is purified 
and detoxified, dehydrated 
to the point that it is ready to 
be molded in to the desire 
shapes. 


Imagine 
tracing 
cultural 


and social transformation 
through works using all four 
main element Earth, wind 
fire and waters. A method 
which connects us with our 
ancestral origins through 
this simple and abundant 
material called clay, a bil- 
lion years old material, earth 
which gives its name to our 
planet. 
Every handmade piece is a 
unique ceramic design, pride 
it owner. For Etnia Nativa 
working with clay teaches 
us to be calm and relaxed in 
order to focus in to ourselves. 
Did you say that you love 
Aruba its origins and cultural 
heritage? Than this private 
encounter with our colum- 
nist anthropologist is just as 
you. Sessions created in a 
gorgeous setting for visitor 
with special interests. Ap- 
pointment is required. et- 
nianativa03@gmail.com or 
Whatsapp us 297 592 2702 
for a private reservation.q 
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Visit the island’s popular cave sites! 


(Oranjestad)—Among the 
endless sea of dark brown 
sand and cacti, there are 
two caves hidden in the 
outskirts of San Nicolas, in 
the north-eastern area of 
the island. These caves, 
The Quadiriki cave and The 
Fontein Cave are open to 
visitors of the Arikok Na- 
tional Park, so if you ever 
decide to take an “off- 
road” tour in the park, be 
sure to visit these prehis- 
toric caves…and be sure to 
bring a flashlight! 


Quadirikiri Cave 
Known for its two cham- 
bers accompanied by a 
skylight, the Quadikiri Cave 
is the most popular cave 
among locals and tourists, 
as it is easy to walk through 
and provides great lighting 
for pictures. 


As with all prehistoric or an- 
cient sites, there is always 
a folk legend that adds to 
the lore and mystery of the 
site. The Quadirikiri cave 
is no different. The most 
well-known legend behind 
the cave could be consid- 
ered as Aruba’s first love 
story, as it tells the tale of 
the undying love between 
the chief’s daughter and 
her beloved. As legend 
would have it, the chief 
disapproved of his daugh- 
ter’s choice of lover, as 
he thought him unworthy. 
Stubborn and filled with an- 
ger, the daughter refused 
to turn away her beloved. 


So, the chief decided to 
lock her up in the Quadirikiri 


Cave, in hopes that she 
would soon calm down 
and turn away her lover. 
Her beloved, in turn, was 
locked away in the Tunnel 
of Love (Now known as the 
Huliba Cave). 


Through the pathways un- 
derneath the Tunnel of 
Love running up to the 
Quadiriki cave, the two 
love bird found each other, 
and refused to let each 
other go. Because of their 
stubbornness, 
they 
both 
died in the Quadiriki Cave, 
their ascending spirits burn- 
ing two holes in the ceiling 
of the cave. This is why the 
cave has two holes through 
which 
sunlight 
passes 
through to illuminate the 
chamber. 


Though there have been 
discoveries of Amerindian 
drawing on the wall, these 
have mostly been ruined 
by 
vandalism. 
However, 
the Fontein Cave further 
up north, provides a better 
glimpse in prehistoric Amer- 
indian paintings. 


Fontein Cave 
Longer than the Quadirikiri 
Cave, the Fontein Cave 
contains 
pathways 
that 
stretch to the limestone 
walls further down. Here 
is also where prehistoric 
drawings can be seen. 
Though this cave does not 
have its own legend, this 
was speculated to have 
been 
occupied—or 
at 
least used by prehistoric Ar- 
awak settlers on the island 
for rituals and other spiritual 


ceremonies. 


The Huliba Cave/ Tunnel of 
Love 
The Huliba Cave, formerly 
known as the Tunnel of 
Love, was once open to 
the public, and was the 
biggest and most acces- 
sible of all three caves. This 
cave had five chambers, 
including one that is heart- 
shaped. This cave had nar- 
row stairs that led to long 
pathways deep into the 
cave, with a staircase lead- 
ing to the exit on the other 
side. In one of the cham- 
bers, there used to be the 
carving of the Virgin Mary, 
put there for the protection 
of the cave. 


However, the Huliba Cave 
has 
been 
permanently 
closed for a few years now, 
as a way to preserve the 
bat population that lives 
in the cave. These Long 
Tongue Fruit Bats and In- 
sect Eater Bats are very im- 
portant to the ecosystem of 
the island. Though this cave 
is no longer accessible to 
the public, it surely is inter- 
esting to learn more about 
the history of these caves 
and the Awarak tribes that 
resided or utilized them. 


Do note that these caves 
are very dark, humid, hot, 
and are inhabited by bats. 
Do 
wear 
comfortable 
clothing and shoes, as the 
pathways in these caves 
may be rough and bumpy, 
and don’t forget to bring a 
flashlight!q 


Note to visitors: 
Due to heavy rainfall in the past few days, Arikok National 
Park has informed that they have closed the Quadirikiri 
Cave until further notice for the safety of visitors. 


Fontein remains open from 9am to 4pm. 
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Supermarket hours 


Supermarket 
hours 
may 
vary depending on where 
you are staying on the is- 
land. Generally though, 
most 
supermarkets 
are 
open from 8am to 9 or 
10pm, Monday through 
Saturday. On Sundays, su- 
permarkets generally close 
earlier; mostly around 2pm. 


Safety 


Since February 2024, Aru- 
ba has been categorized 
as the safest country in the 
Caribbean by The Tele- 
graph, and many tourist 
that visit have often told 
us how they feel safe to 
explore the island or walk 
around at night. However, 
rare incidents do occurs, 
so keep yourself and your 
belongings safe. 


Helpful tips for your stay on Aruba 


(Oranjestad)—When trav- 
eling to another country, 
especially for the first time, 
it is always better to be 
over-prepared than under- 
prepared. That is why we 
have a list of basic—but 
important—information 
that we think may come in 
handy to Aruba’s visitors. 


Electrical power 


Aruba generally operates 
on 110V to 127V supply 
voltage and 60Hz. There 
are also three types of out- 


lets used on the island: type 
A with two flat prongs; type 
B with two flat and one 
grounding prong, and on 
occasion, type F with two 
round prong and two earth 
clips on the side. However, 
Type A is most commonly 
found in homes and estab- 
lishments. 


Drinking water 


The 
water 
that 
flows 
through the sinks of every 
house, hotels and other 
establishments is distilled 
and perfectly safe to drink. 
Aruba’s drinking water ex- 
ceeds WHO’s international 
standards for water qual- 
ity, so there is no need to 
buy bottled water from the 
store. 


Cruise ship Schedule: Apr 22 - Apr 30 2024 


Cruise ship Schedule: May 01 - May 22 2024 
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San Nicolas 


Police 
100 
Oranjestad 
527 3140 
Noord 
527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 
527 2900 
San Nicolas 
584 5000 
Police Tipline 
11141 
Ambulancia 
911 
Fire Dept. 
115 
Red Cross 
582 2219 


Women in Difficulties 
PHARMACY ON DUTY 


TAXI SERVICES 
Taxi Tas 
587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 
588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 
280 2828 


Aruba Airport 
524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 
588 0059 
Jet Blue 
588 2244 
Surinam 
582 7896 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


OTHER 


Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 
Women in Difficulties 
EMERGENCY 


Women in Difficulties 
TRAVEL INFO 


Women in Difficulties 
AID FOUNDATIONS 


Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 


Women in Difficulties 
General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 


Oranjestad: 
Central : Tel.585 1965 
San Nicolas: 
San Nicolas:Tel. 584 5712 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


HEALTH 
Tech CEOs Altman, Nadella, Pichai and others join 
government AI safety board led by DHS' Mayorkas 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
CEOs of leading U.S. technol- 
ogy companies are joining 
a new artificial intelligence 
safety board to advise the 
federal government on how 
to protect the nation's criti- 
cal services from "AI-related 
disruptions." 
Homeland Security Secre- 
tary Alejandro Mayorkas 
announced the new board 
Friday which includes key 
corporate leaders in AI de- 
velopment such as OpenAI 
CEO Sam Altman, Microsoft 
CEO Satya Nadella, Google 
CEO Sundar Pichai and Nvid- 
ia CEO Jensen Huang. 
AI holds potential for improv- 
ing government services but 
"we recognize the tremen- 
dously debilitating impact its 
errant use can have," May- 
orkas told reporters Friday. 
Also on the 22-member 
board are the CEOs of Ado- 
be, chipmaker Advanced 
Micro Devices, Delta Air 


Lines, IBM, Northrop Grum- 
man, Occidental Petroleum 
and Amazon's AWS cloud 
computing division. Not in- 
cluded were social media 
companies such as Meta 
Platforms and X. 
Corporate executives domi- 


nate, but it also includes civil 
rights advocates, AI scientist 
Fei-Fei Li who leads Stanford 
University's AI institute as well 
as Maryland Gov. Wes Moore 
and Seattle Mayor Bruce 
Harrell, two public officials 
who are "already ahead of 


the curve" in thinking about 
harnessing AI's capabilities 
and mitigating risks, Mayor- 
kas said. 
He said the board will help 
the Department of Home- 
land Security stay ahead of 
evolving threats.q 


Google and Alphabet CEO Sundar Pichai speaks at the Business, Government and Society Forum 
at Stanford University in Stanford, Calif., Wednesday, April 3, 2024. 
(AP Photo/Jeff Chiu) 


Google plans to invest $2 billion to build data 
center in northeast Indiana, officials say 


FORT WAYNE, Ind. (AP) — 
Google plans to invest $2 
billion to build a data cen- 
ter in northeastern Indiana 
that will help power its ar- 
tificial intelligence technol- 
ogy and cloud business, 
company and state offi- 
cials said Friday. 
The data center planned 
for Fort Wayne was an- 
nounced in January. But 
Google disclosed the proj- 
ect’s cost Friday and said 
it is expected to create up 
to new 200 jobs, including 
data center technicians 
and support services, The 
Journal Gazette reported. 
The data center in the 
city about 120 miles (190 
kilometers) 
northeast 
of 
Indianapolis will help pow- 
er Google’s “AI innova- 
tions and growing Google 
Cloud business for custom- 
ers across the world,” Gov. 
Eric Holcomb’s office said 
in a news release. 
Google said the new data 
center will join a network of 
Google-owned-and-oper- 
ated data centers across 
the globe that “keep the 
internet 
humming” 
and 


power digital services such 
as Google Cloud, Gmail, 
Search and Maps. 
“Together, Fort Wayne and 
Google will help power 
the digital future, includ- 
ing AI innovation across our 
enterprise and consumer 
services,” said Joe Kava, 
Google’s vice president of 
data centers. 
Friday’s 
announcement 


came one day after Ama- 
zon’s cloud computing unit 
Amazon Web Services said 
it plans to invest $11 bil- 
lion to build a data center 
in northern Indiana near 
the town of New Carlisle, 
about 15 miles (24 kilome- 
ters) west of South Bend. 
That project is expected to 
create at least 1,000 jobs.q 
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Sony's 'Kraven the Hunter' release is delayed until December 


By LINDSEY BAHR 
AP Film Writer 
The summer movie season 
may kick off next weekend, 
but the release calendar is 
still a work in progress. The 
latest movie to shift spots 
is Sony's comic book film 
"Kraven the Hunter," which 
will now open in December 
instead of on Labor Day 
weekend. 
The studio announced the 
move late Friday, leav- 
ing Disney and Marvel's " 
Deadpool & Wolverine " as 
the only major superhero 
release of the summer. It's 
due out July 26. 
"Kraven the Hunter" stars 
Aaron Taylor-Johnson as 
the Spider-Man villain in the 
J.C. Chandor-directed ori- 
gin story, which will be rat- 
ed R. The cast also includes 
Ariana DeBose, Alessandro 
Nivola and Russell Crowe. 
Its one of several Sony Spi- 
der-Man spinoffs, including 
"Venom" 
and 
"Madame 
Web." 
The new theatrical release 


date is Dec. 13, putting it 
up against the animated 
"The Lord of the Rings: The 
War of the Rohirrim." 
The studio had previously 
scheduled its new "Ka- 
rate Kid" film — with Ralph 
Maccio and Jackie Chan 
— to open on that date, 
but pushed it back to May 
2025. The film is scheduled 
to follow the sixth and fi- 
nal season of "Cobra Kai," 
which was delayed by Hol- 
lywood strikes. 
Comscore 
analyst 
Paul 
Dergarabedian predicted 
previously that this sum- 
mer's box office would 
come up short of 2023's $4 
billion summer. The loss of a 
major wide release doesn't 
help the forecast. Sony did 
add its Blumhouse horror 
story "They Listen," with John 
Cho, Katherine Waterston, 
to the Labor Day weekend 
spot as a replacement for 
"Kraven the Hunter."q 


FILE - Aaron Taylor-Johnson poses for photographers upon arrival at the World premiere of the film 
'Back To Black' on Monday, April 8, 2024 in London. The latest movie to shift spots for the summer 
movie season is Sony’s comic book film “Kraven the Hunter,” which will now open in December, 
instead of Labor Day weekend. The film stars Taylor-Johnson as the Spider-Man villain in the J.C. 
Chandor-directed origin story. 
(Photo by Vianney Le Caer/Invision/AP, File) 


Pope visits Venice to speak to the artists and inmates behind the 
Biennale’s must-see prison show 


By NICOLE WINFIELD and 
PAOLO SANTALUCIA Asso- 
ciated Press 
VENICE, Italy (AP) — Venice 
has always been a place of 
contrasts, of breathtaking 
beauty and devastating 
fragility, where history, reli- 
gion, art and nature have 
collided over the centuries 
to produce an otherworldly 
gem of a city. But even for a 
place that prides itself on its 
culture of unusual encoun- 
ters, Pope Francis' visit Sun- 
day stood out. 
Francis traveled to the la- 
goon city to visit the Holy 
See's pavilion at the Biennale 
contemporary art show and 
meet with the people who 
created it. But because the 
Vatican decided to mount its 
exhibit in Venice's women's 
prison, and invited inmates 
to collaborate with the artists, 
the whole project assumed a 
far more complex meaning, 
touching on Francis' belief 
in the power of art to uplift 
and unite, and of the need 
to give hope and solidarity to 
society's most marginalized. 
Francis hit on both messages 
during his visit, which began 
in the courtyard of the Gi- 


udecca prison where he met 
with the women inmates one 
by one. As some of them 
wept, Francis urged them 
to use their time in prison 
as a chance for "moral and 
material rebirth." 
"Paradoxically, a stay in pris- 
on can mark the beginning 
of something new, through 
the rediscovery of the unsus- 
pected beauty in us and in 
others, as symbolized by the 
artistic event you are hosting 
and the project to which you 
actively contribute," Francis 
said. 
Francis then met with Bi- 
ennale artists in the prison 
chapel, decorated with an 
installation by Brazilian visual 
artist Sonia Gomes of objects 
dangling from the ceiling, 
meant to draw the viewer's 
gaze upward. He urged 
the artists to embrace the 
Biennale's theme this year 
"Strangers Everywhere," to 
show solidarity with all those 
on the margins. 
The Vatican exhibit has 
turned the Giudecca pris- 
on, a former convent for re- 
formed prostitutes, into one 
of the must-see attractions 
of this year's Biennale, even 


though to see it visitors must 
reserve in advance and go 
through a security check. 
It has become an unusual 
art world darling that greets 
visitors at the entrance with 
Maurizio Cattelan's wall mu- 
ral of two giant filthy feet, a 
work that recalls Caravag- 
gio's dirty feet or the feet that 
Francis washes each year in 
a Holy Thursday ritual that he 
routinely performs on prison- 
ers. 
The exhibit also includes a 
short film starring the inmates 
and Zoe Saldana, and prints 
in the prison coffee shop by 
onetime Catholic nun and 
American 
social 
activist 
Corita Kent. 
Francis' dizzying morning visit, 
which ended with Mass in St. 
Mark's Square, represented 
an increasingly rare outing 
for the 87-year-old pontiff, 
who has been hobbled by 
health and mobility problems 
that have ruled out any for- 
eign trips so far this year. 
And Venice, with its 121 is- 
lands and 436 bridges, isn't 
an easy place to negotiate. 
But Francis pulled it off, arriv- 
ing by helicopter from Rome, 
crossing the Giudecca Ca- 


nal in a water taxi and then 
arriving in St. Mark's Square in 
a mini popemobile that tra- 
versed the Grand Canal via 
a pontoon bridge erected 
for the occasion. 
During an encounter with 
young people at the iconic 
Santa Maria della Salute 
basilica, Francis acknowl- 
edged the miracle that is 
Venice, admiring its "en- 
chanting beaty" and tradi- 
tion as a place of East-West 
encounter, but warning that 
it is increasingly vulnerable 


to climate change and de- 
population. 
"Venice is at one with the wa- 
ters upon which it sits," Francis 
said. "Without the care and 
safeguarding of this natural 
environment, it might even 
cease to exist." 
Venice, sinking under ris- 
ing sea levels and weighed 
down by the impact of 
overtourism, is in the open- 
ing days of an experiment 
to try to limit the sort of day 
trips that Francis undertook 
Sunday.q 


Pope Francis waves to faithful at the end of a mass in St. Mark's 
Square, Venice, Italy, Sunday, April 28, 2024. The Pontiff arrived 
for his first-ever visit to the lagoon town including the Vatican 
pavilion at the 60th Biennal of Arts. 
(AP Photo/Antonio Calanni) 
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Brunson scores career playoff-high 47 
points, leads Knicks over 76ers for 3-1 lead 


By BRIAN MAHONEY AP Bas- 
ketball Writer 
PHILADELPHIA (AP) — Jalen 
Brunson scored a career 
playoff-high 
47 
points, 
added 10 assists and the 
New York Knicks beat the 
Philadelphia 76ers 97-92 on 
Sunday to take a 3-1 lead in 
their first-round playoff series. 
OG Anunoby added 16 
points and 14 rebounds, and 
took on some of the defen- 
sive assignment against Joel 
Embiid in the fourth quarter 
as the Knicks moved within a 
victory of getting to the East- 
ern Conference semifinals for 
the second straight year. The 
No. 2-seeded Knicks can do 
that with a victory at home 
on Tuesday night. Embiid 
played the entire second 
half after the 76ers faltered 
badly when he sat in the 
first. But the All-Star center, 
who has been dealing with 
lingering problems from his 
surgically repaired left knee 
that he appeared to reinjure 
after a dunk in Game 1, and 
was recently diagnosed with 
Bell's palsy, a form of facial 
paralysis, couldn't muster a 
basket in the fourth quarter. 
Embiid finished with 27 
points, 10 rebounds and six 
assists. Tyrese Maxey add- 
ed 23 points for the 76ers, 
who will try to force another 
game at home, which would 
be Thursday. 
Not that the 76ers had much 
of a home-court advantage 
Sunday. Knicks fans were all 
over the arena and gave 
Brunson louder chants of 
"MVP! MVP!" than Embiid 
— who won the award last 
season — received from the 
home fans. 
Brunson earned every one of 
them on a day some of his 
usual support couldn't get 
going. 
Josh Hart missed all seven 
shots and Donte DiVincen- 
zo missed his first seven. But 
Hart grabbed 17 rebounds 
and the Knicks kept going 
after missed shots, especially 
when it was clear Embiid 
didn't have the energy to 
keep chasing them, and 
scored 21 second-chance 
points. 
Brunson was in the locker 
room to start the fourth quar- 
ter but returned to hit a bas- 
ket over Embiid during a 6-0 


Knicks run that gave them 
the lead for good and made 
it 86-81. He had another bas- 
ket that made it 95-89 with 
55 seconds remaining and 
the Knicks closed it out. 
Embiid scored 50 points, his 
postseason best, to lead the 
76ers to a victory in Game 3, 
He had them off to a great 
start in Game 4 but Brunson 
soon became the dominant 
player on the floor, the first 
time All-Star finishing 18 of 34 
from the field. 
Brunson's shot was off the in 
the two games in New York 
but whatever was working 
for the Sixers against in New 
York is gone now. The point 
guard had 39 on Thursday 
and was confidently getting 
to his spots in Game 4, look- 
ing like the player who was 


fourth in the NBA in scoring 
with 28.7 per game. 
Embiid tried to keep pace. 
With 76ers Hall of Famers Ju- 
lius Erving and Allen Iverson 
sitting behind the baseline, 
the Sixers' current star showed 
how much the current Phila- 
delphia team needs him on 
the floor. But without getting 
a rest he wilted late and fin- 
ished 7 for 19. 
Brunson had a 41-point 
game for Dallas against 
Utah in 2022 and another for 
the Knicks last year against 
Miami, but that one came 
in the Game 6 where the 
Knicks' season ended. 
He wouldn't let them lose 
Sunday and a crowd that 
seemed split between big 
Northeast cities had a de- 
cidedly Knicks sound down 


the stretch. 
The Knicks played without 
backup center Mitchell Rob- 
inson because of a sprained 
left ankle, then lost reserve 
swingman Bojan Bogdanovic 
to a bruised left ankle after 
Nicolas Batum fell on him 
chasing a loose ball after 
barely a minute of playing 
time. 


So the Knicks relied on the 
guys they had, with Anunoby 
playing 47 minutes, Hart 46 
and Brunson 43. 
The 76ers led by 10 after one 
quarter. 
But Philadelphia couldn't get 
anything going offensively 
with Embiid on the bench to 
start the second and New 
York capitalized.q 


New York Knicks' Jalen Brunson reacts during the first half of 
Game 4 in an NBA basketball first-round playoff series against 
the Philadelphia 76ers, Sunday, April 28, 2024, in Philadelphia. 
(AP Photo/Matt Slocum) 
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Kimbrel blows second straight save as 
Athletics win rubber game 7-6 over Orioles 


By IAN NICHOLAS QUILLEN 
Associated Press 
BALTIMORE (AP) — Closer 
Craig Kimbrel blew his sec- 
ond save in as many oppor- 
tunities and departed with 


a possible injury on Sunday 
as the Oakland Athletics ral- 
lied to a 7-6, series-deciding 
victory over the Baltimore 
Orioles. 
Two nights after he threw 


only eight of 24 pitches for 
strikes, Kimbrel (3-1) threw six 
straight balls to open his out- 
ing, the fifth of which prompt- 
ed the first visit from Orioles 
manager Brandon Hyde and 
team medical staff. 
He stayed in to complete the 
at-bat against Kyle McCann, 
who drove Kimbrel's 3-2 of- 
fering into the seats next to 
the out-of-town scoreboard 
in right center. 
Kimbrel then exited after a 
second visit including medi- 
cal staff and Dillon Tate com- 
pleted the inning. 
Seth Brown hit his second 
homer and Brent Rooker 


singled in two runs off O's 
starter Albert Suarez in Oak- 
land's highest-scoring show- 
ing during a 10-game road 
trip. 
Tyler Nevin connected off 
Danny Coulombe in the 
seventh to close Oakland's 
deficit to one run, before Mc- 
Cann's shot helped the A's 
close their trip with four wins. 
Kyle Muller, Austin Adams 
and T.J. MacFarland (1-0) 
combined for four innings 
of relief before Lucas Erceg 
threw a scoreless ninth for his 
first career save. 
Ryan Mountcastle and Adley 
Rutschman each connected 


for their fourth home runs for 
the Orioles. Ramon Urias also 
homered to bring Baltimore's 
league-leading team total to 
44 on the season and seven 
during the three-game set. 
All six Orioles runs came off 
A's starter Paul Blackburn, 
who worked only four innings 
in his shortest outing of the 
season. 
UP NEXT 
Athletics: Begin a 10-game 
home stand against Pitts- 
burgh on Monday when RHP 
Joe Boyle (1-4, 7.06 ERA) tries 
to go deeper than his last 
outing, a three-inning loss at 
the Yankees.q 


From left to right, Oakland Athletics' Seth Brown, Esteury Ruiz 
and Lawrence Butler celebrate after a baseball game against 
the Baltimore Orioles, Sunday, April 28, 2024, in Baltimore. 
(AP Photo/Nick Wass) 


PSG wins record-extending 12th French league 
title in Kylian Mbappé’s last season at the club 


PARIS (AP) — Paris Saint- 
Germain won the French 
league in Kylian Mbappé's 
last season at the club after 
Monaco lost 3-2 at Lyon on 
Sunday. 
PSG has an unassailable 
12-point lead over second- 
place Monaco, which has 
three games left. 
The Ligue 1 triumph is PSG's 
third in a row and a record- 
extending 12th overall. 
Mbappé has been involved 
in six of them, but comes off 
contract at the end of the 
season. He's expected to be 
signed by Real Madrid. 
PSG is on course for a po- 
tential historic treble as it will 
play at Borussia Dortmund in 
the first leg of the Champi- 
ons League semifinals on 
Wednesday and face Lyon 
in the French Cup final on 
May 25. 
In coach Luis Enrique's first 
season at the club, PSG 
produced one of the most 
dominant seasons in league 
history with just one loss in 31 
games so far. 
PSG could have secured 
the title a day earlier but 
was held 3-3 by Le Havre 


on Saturday. 
"Our fans are incredible. We 
were losing 1-0, 3-1, and they 
kept supporting us," Luis En- 
rique said after the draw. 
"We managed to draw later 
on and effectively win the 
league thanks to the sup- 
porters, thanks to their posi- 
tive attitude." 
That was quite a contrast 
with the past couple of sea- 
sons. 
Last season, PSG supporters 
were booing Lionel Messi 
even though the soccer 
great was the player who 
helped the club clinch an 
11th league title by scoring 
in a 1-1 draw with Strasbourg. 
Two years ago, there was a 
similar disconnect between 
the supporters and the club. 
PSG supporters kept protest- 
ing at Parc des Princes by 
giving their team the silent 
treatment. 
Now this season could be the 
most exciting of all. 
Lyon substitute Malick Fofana 
capitalized on a counterat- 
tack in the 84th minute to 
score the winner and snap 
Monaco's four-game win- 
ning streak. 


Monaco striker Wissam Ben 
Yedder scored twice while 
Lyon winger Said Benrahma 
notched a goal and an as- 
sist. 
Lyon kept alive its European 
hopes while Monaco is only 
two points clear of Brest. 
Brest made club history by 
qualifying for any European 
competition for the first time 
with a 5-4 win over Rennes 
on Sunday. 
In an emotional roller coast- 
er for Brest, defender Lilian 
Brassier scored the winner in 
the seventh minute of stop- 
page time by heading home 
a free kick. Brest remained 
third — in the last automatic 
Champions League spot — 
and secured a top-six finish, 
which means a Europa Con- 
ference League playoff spot 
at least. 
"The end of the game is 
unexplainable. It sums up 
our season. What we have 
achieved since the start of 
the season is extraordinary," 
Brest midfielder Jonas Mar- 
tin told broadcaster Canal 
Plus. "In third place with 
three rounds left, even in 
our dreams we didn't think 


about it." 
Fourth-place Lille kept pace 
with Brest in the race for 
Champion League spots by 
rallying to beat relegation- 
threatened Metz 2-1. 
Turkey midfielder Yusuf Yuzici 
scored the winner in the 44th 
by pouncing on a rebound 
to score with a first-time ef- 
fort. 
Fifth-place Nice beat Stras- 
bourg 3-1 to stay four points 
behind Lille. Evann Gues- 
sand, Dante and Morgan 
Sanson scored for Nice. 
Marseille snapped a five- 
game winless run to make 
up ground in the race for 


Europe by edging Lens 2-1. 
Senegal midfielder Pape 
Gueye scored the winner 
in the 85th by firing home a 
low strike. 
Pierre-Emerick 
Aubamey- 
ang's opening goal was 
canceled out by a powerful 
header from Lens substitute 
Wesley Said in the 77th. 
Marseille pulled within two 
points of sixth-place Lens. 
Toulouse secured safety by 
rallying past Lorient 2-1 with 
goals from Thijs Dallinga 
and Ibrahim Cissoko. Lori- 
ent remained in the relega- 
tion zone, three points from 
safety.q 


PSG's Kylian Mbappe gets away from Le Havre's Yoann Salmier 
during the French League One soccer match between Paris 
Saint-Germain and Le Havre at the Parc des Princes in Paris, 
Saturday, April 27, 2024. 
(AP Photo/Thibault Camus) 


